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Current MELD at Transplant by DSA 



Southern California: A Disproportionate Need for Livers 

and a Disproportionate Shortage of Potential Donors

Source: CDC 2010 US Death Rates d/t Liver Disease; May 8, 2013 & 
http://www.worldlifeexpectancy.com/usa/cause-of-death/liver-
disease/by-state/

Source: AJT, 2012, Investigating Geographic Variation in 
Mortality in the Context of Organ Donation; Sheehy, O’Conner, 
Luskin, Howard, Cornell, Finn, Mone, Selck, Delmonico



Southern California: A Disproportionate Need for 

Kidneys and a Shortage of Potential Donors, as well…

Source: USRDS ANNUAL REPORT  2013
Source: AJT, 2012, Investigating Geographic Variation in 
Mortality in the Context of Organ Donation; Sheehy, O’Conner, 
Luskin, Howard, Cornell, Finn, Mone, Selck, Delmonico



Where the donors are…and where they aren’t
Based on state death rates



Why MELD at Transplant is Highest in the West:
High Liver Disease Rate and Low Death Rates/Potential Donors

5.6
6.3

8.0

0.0

1.0

2.0

3.0

4.0

5.0

6.0

7.0

8.0

9.0

OL Reg.5 US

OL

Reg.5

US

Deaths per 1000 population



The Role of OPO Performance and Access to 
Livers: SRTR Ranking Observed vs. Expected



Why OneLegacy Ranks in top ten OPOs: 
OneLegacy Exceeds US Authorization Rate by Race
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A Demographically Disproportionate Population 
Recent Immigrant and Ethically Diverse Population 

Dramatically More Recent Immigrants
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Current and Proposed Liver Distribution 
Regions and Districts 

Current (Local DSA then UNOS Region)

Proposed  4 District Proposed  8 District



Redistricting Proposal Comparative Impact
No Measurable Benefit for California



11 OPO and 36 Transplant Centers Signatories to  
Letter Opposed to Redistricting



Donation Performance of Tx Ctrs/OPOs Submitting 
Letter  Objecting to Redistricting (in Orange)



OL DSA Liver Program 
Conclusions and Recommendation re. Redistricting

1. The 4 an 8 District Proposals do virtually nothing to 
address California’s demographic challenge that leaves us 
with the highest MELD at transplant in the country. 

2. Both proposals maximize national benefits by removing 
some of the closest DSAs/Regions from the California 
District and force California programs to go as far as 
Montana…while not being in the distribution area to go to 
our neighboring state of Arizona.

3. The Liver Committee should model 3 and 2 districts if they 
want to make a change that will minimize deaths on the 
waitlist and reduce MELD at transplant nationwide.


