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A “collaborative” is an effort, on the part of multiple organizations, to come together with faculty to learn about 
and to create improved processes in a specific topic area. The expectation is that teams share expertise and data 

with each other; thus, everyone learns, everyone teaches. 
 

AGENDA 
*Topics and times subject to change* 

8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 
Provence Ballroom at the Horseshoe Hotel 

8:00 a.m. Registration 
*Breakfast provided 

8:40 a.m. Welcome to the UNOS Region 5 Educational Collaborative 
 
Kori Johnston, MSN, AGACNP-BC 
Director, Transplant Clinical Operations, Keck Hospital of USC 
 
Brooke Edwards, MPH 
Transplant Quality Specialist, Keck Hospital of USC 
 

8:45 a.m. 
 

Connect to Purpose 
 
Speaker: Kim Payne 
Donor Grandmother 
 
Moderator: Elizabeth Shipman, MBA 
Senior Director of Organ Services, Nevada Donor Network  
 

9:00 a.m.  
 
 

Session sponsored by 

 
 

SherpaPak 
Informational session 
 
Speaker: Jen Weddell 
Chief Commercial Officer, Paragonix Technologies, Inc. 
 
Moderator: Valerie Chipman, RN, BSN 
Manager of Pediatric Advanced Cardiac Therapies Program, Lucile Salter Packard 
Children's Hospital at Stanford 
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9:30 a.m.  Best Practice and Cost Burden 
Machine Perfusion Utilization from OPO and Transplant Center Perspectives 
 
Speakers: Luis Sanchez, RN, CCTC 
Liver Transplant Call Team Coordinator, University of California at Los Angeles 
Medical Center  
 
Seth Hollander, MD 
Medical Pediatric Heart Medical Director, Lucile Salter Packard Children's Hospital 
at Stanford 
 
Ken Hudson, CTP 
Transplant Recovery Specialist, University of California San Diego Medical Center 
 
Scott Clere, ST, CPTC 
Associate Director of Organ Services, Nevada Donor Network 
 
Moderator: Angela Velleca, MHDS, BSN, RN, CCTC 
Manager of Heart and Lung Transplant Program Clinical Operations, Cedars Sinai 
Comprehensive Transplant Center 
 

10:30 a.m. Break with exhibitors and colleagues  
*Beverages provided 

  
Breakout Sessions 

 
11:00 a.m. Transplant Center Focus: Living Donor Best Practices & NKR Swap Story  

 
Speakers: Sheila Alcantara, RN, BSN, CCTC 
Living Donor Transplant Coordinator, University of California Irvine Medical Center 
 
Ernie Villalon, BSN, RN, CCTC, CPTC 
Living Donor Transplant Coordinator, University of Southern California 
 
Samantha Ramirez, DNP, FNP-BC 
Liver Transplant Manager, University of Southern California 
 
Moderator: Marlene Abe, RN, CPTC 
Clinical Transplant Coordinator, University of California Irvine Medical Center  
 

11:00 a.m. OPO Focus: Caring for Donor Families 
 
Speaker: Franny Johnson, MPA 
After Care Program Manager, DonorConnect  
 
Moderator:  Sara Bowman, RN, BSN, CPTC 
Clinical Manager of Organ Recover, DonorConnect 
 

12:00 p.m. Lunch with exhibitors and colleagues  
*Lunch provided 
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Breakout Sessions 

 
1:00 p.m. Transplant Center Focus: Outreach 

 
Speakers: Anna Puhky, RN 
Transplant Coordinator, Cedars-Sinai Medical Center  
 
Moderator: Emily Stimpson, RN, MSN, CCTC 
UCLA Transplant Call Team Manager  
 

1:00 p.m. OPO Focus: Handling Referrals 
 
Speaker: Donyale John, MSN, BSN, RN 
Director of Operations, Donor Network West 
 
Moderator: Kiersten Smith, BSN, RN, CPTC 
Organ Procurement Coordinator, LifeSharing  
 

2:00 p.m. Break with exhibitors and colleagues  
*Beverages provided 

2:30 p.m.  Kidney Transplant Connectors: A Spanish Patient Ambassador Program 
 
Speaker: Amanda  
Patient Ambassador, Kidney Connectors Program – English & Spanish  
 
Moderator: Michelle Miles 
Transplant Network Manager, Sanofi Transplant 
 

3:00 p.m. Luis Donation Story 
Staff to patient perspective 
 
Speaker: Luis Mayen 
Vice President of Strategic Partnerships & Business Development, Donor Network 
West  
 
Moderator: Donyale John, MSN, BSN, RN 
Director of Operations, Donor Network West  
 

3:30 p.m. Quick Break  
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3:45 p.m. The Impact of Out of Sequence Organ Allocation 
Logistics and costs 
 
Speakers: Megan Bell, RN, MSN, AGACNP-BC, CCTC 
Associate Director of Abdominal Transplant, Cedars Sinai Comprehensive 
Transplant Center 
 
Roger Serigstad, MSc, MS-HDS 
Supervisor, Donor Allocation, OneLegacy 
 
PJ Geraghty, MBA, CPTC 
Vice President of Clinical Services, Donor Network of Arizona 
  
Moderator: Jaclyn Russe, RN, MSN, CPTC 
Manager of Organ Services, Nevada Donor Network   
 
 

4:45 p.m. Connect to Purpose 
 
Speaker: Tyre Gray 
Kidney Transplant Recipient 
 
Moderator: Elizabeth Shipman, MBA 
Senior Director of Organ Services, Nevada Donor Network  
 

5:00 p.m. Closing Remarks 
 
Kori Johnston, MSN, AGACNP-BC 
Director, Transplant Clinical Operations, Keck Hospital of USC 
 
Brooke Edwards, MPH 
Transplant Quality Specialist, Keck Hospital of USC 
 

5:00 – 6:00 p.m. Networking Reception 
Sponsored by Nevada Donor Network 
 

 

 

Thank you to our sponsors! 

UNOS Region 5 Educational Collaborative (Winter 2024) is sponsored by Nevada Donor Network,  
Paragonix Technologies, Trinity Medical Solutions, CareDx, Sanofi, Takeda, and Veloxis Pharmaceuticals, Inc. 

 


