2026 UNOS TMF CALL FOR ABSTRACTS

Calling all transplant professionals! UNOS' Transplant Management
Forum is April 29 - May 1, 2026, at The Atlanta Convention Center
at AmericasMart in Atlanta, Georgia.

This year's TMF theme is, “Transplantation for Tomorrow: Where Innovation
Meets Action.” UNQOS is excited to announce TMF 2026's categories for abstract submissions:
e Advancing Organ Donation
« Artificial Intelligence/Emerging Technologies
e Clinical Operations
o Pediatrics
e QAPI/Safety/Regulatory
e Strategy/Marketing/Leadership

Please read the below instructions to submit a topic or abstract for TMF 2026.

Submission Deadline

Abstract submissions accepted: November 20, 2025 - January 9, 2026.
e Submitted abstracts within this timeframe will be considered for a mini-oral
presentation, poster presentation, and award.
e Abstracts not chosen for mini-oral presentation will be considered for a poster
presentation and award.

January 9, 2026 is the Final deadline for all abstract submissions. Abstracts will not be
accepted past midnight Eastern Time.

All abstracts must be submitted using this online form.

Submission Guidelines

Abstracts should:
e Enhance transplant professional’s knowledge and skills in transplant management.
e Create aninclusive forum that meets the educational needs of participants regardless of
their experience level.
o Facilitate engagement among participants for further discussion and learning.

Trial-in-progress abstracts should have a confirmation from the sponsor approving sharing of
information and needs to provide results and/or outcomes.
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Study design abstracts are not accepted. Only outcomes-driven, data-
supported, and evidence-based abstracts will be accepted.

Each abstract will be considered for presentation or poster and for one of the $500 TMF
Abstract Awards, to be announced at TMF 2026.

Abstract Categories

o Advancing Organ Donation: Demonstrated success in efforts to increase organ
donation, organ donation awareness or registering donors, unique collaboration
activities between transplant centers and OPOs.

o *NEW* Artificial Intelligence/Emerging Technologies: Innovative use of artificial
intelligence or other emerging technologies such as machine perfusion,
cryopreservation, xenografts, 3D bioprinting, regenerative medicine, and other new IT
technology projects.

e Clinical/Operations: Innovative approaches to staffing/personnel, managing workload
and services, logistical projects/improvements, and new clinical programs.

o Pediatrics: Best practices in pediatric donation and transplantation care management.

e QAPI/Safety/Regulatory: Quality initiatives, improvements in patient safety, center or
OPO culture of safety, adoption of new quality methodologies or other
benchmarking/metrics, how regulations were met, including training/education
requirements.

o Strategy/Marketing/Leadership: Outreach, marketing, physician or customer
relationships, work to extend referral base, branding and succession planning.
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Abstract Formatting

Abstracts must conform exactly to the instructions provided for
electronic submission or risk not being considered:

e Do notinclude identifiable information in the abstract. If included, the abstract will be
declined automatically:
o PLACES (OPTN regions, cities or states) in the title, body of the abstract, tables,
graphics, etc.
o AUTHORS, COMPANIES OR ORGANIZATIONS (e.g., centers - either by name, acronym
or OPTN center code) in the title, body of the abstract, tables, graphics, etc.
e You can cut and paste content into the form.
e Upload all referenced figures/charts/tables under the section “Abstract Submission
Upload"
o Graphs, etc. must be labeled and legible with no identifiable information in the label
or graphics/charts/tables themselves.
e Use standard abbreviations, like kg, g, mg, ml, %, etc.
e Place special or unusual abbreviations in parentheses after the full word the First time it
appears.
e Use numerals to indicate numbers, except to begin a sentence.
e For therapeutic options/drugs, use only generic names.
e Ensure all authors are listed (First and last names and degrees held by each).
e Be sure to select “Primary Author” for one of the authors listed - this will be the person
that is contacted about the abstract submission.
e Proper citing of references when applicable.

NOTE: You may submit an abstract presented elsewhere or published in abstract form up to
one year prior to the UNOS TMF if you include a citation of original publication or
presentation.

Criteria for Evaluation of Abstracts

The criteria for the evaluation of abstracts are listed below. Use the Submission Review
Questions to ensure your submission is meeting the criteria.

NOTE: Abstracts will be blinded for anonymous review. Abstracts that do not follow
submission guidelines or reference places, authors, companies or organizations will not be
reviewed, will be declined and will be returned to the submitter.
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Submission Criteria

o Problem/Situation: Briefly and clearly state the
problem/situation investigated or described, including the
objectives of the research, program, or activity, and how it applies
to the principles and methods of organ donation and/or
transplantation.

e Methods/Practices/Interventions: Describe how the research was performed using
rigorous scientific methods, and/or demonstrate that appropriate program planning and
evaluation methods were employed.

» Findings/Solutions/Conclusions: Describe the results/outcomes along with relevant
data that correlates with the problem/situation with findings/conclusions.

» Implications/Relevance: Discuss relevance to the professional practice of other
transplant professionals and to the award category selected.

Submission Review Questions

e Does the title reflect your project?

e |s the project appropriate for the selected category?

e Were the reported results in lien with the topic?

e Is the problem or situation clearly described?

e |s the rationale for doing the work evident?

e Are the project goals started?

e Does the project have an application within the field of transplantation and donation?

e Are the methods/practices/interventions described?

e Are they appropriate to the project goals?

e Are the methods innovative?

e |s this a new approach?

e Are the outcomes reported and are they appropriate to the methods?

e Does the data demonstrate the impact of the interventions?

e Are the implications and relevance of the findings/solutions/conclusions stated?

e Why was this work important for transplant?

e Are/could the findings be relevant to other programs?

e |s the work important and beneficial to transplant in the selected category as compared
to other submissions?

e Cite references when applicable.

WNOS

ions?
L e without limits Questions? Contact us at tmf.abstracts@unos.org.



mailto:tmf.abstracts@unos.org

2026 UNOS TMF CALL FOR ABSTRACTS

WNOS

Life without limits

All accepted abstracts will be posted prior to the event on the
TMF mobile app.
Poster format for an accepted abstract is 46"x46" maximum.

An abstract representative will present the accepted abstract at the designated time to
discuss the abstract with TMF attendees.

Award winners will be announced at TMF 2026.

It is highly recommended that authors submit a full manuscript to the journal, Progress in
Transplantation, For publication.

Questions? Contact us at tmf.abstracts@unos.org.
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