
Heckenkemper Leader in Transplant
Administration/Quality Award 2026
Criteria 

UNOS is seeking nominations for the 2026 Leader in Transplant
Administration/Quality Award in memory and honor of Deedle Heckenkemper.

Established in 2012, the award honors Deedle Heckenkemper’s legacy in advancing
transplant administration and quality, recognizing significant contributions to the broader
organ donation and transplantation community. 

About the Award

Questions? Contact us at UNOSTransplantManagementForum@unos.org.

Current leadership role in transplant (manager level or above) with a minimum of five
years experience at a single or multi-organ transplant program/center. 
Primary career focus in transplant administration or quality, regulatory, and performance
improvement within a transplant program. 
Retirees are not eligible. 

Eligibility Criteria

Nominees must demonstrate impact in one or more of the following areas, aligned with the
objectives of UNOS’ Transplant Management Forum 2026 conference: 

Optimizing transplant services through administration, quality, and performance
initiatives
Advancing patient-centered practices and service quality
Enhancing safety in care delivery 
Improving communication and collaboration among transplant professionals 
Promoting research, performance improvement, and best practices
Standardizing program information for community and public sharing 
Providing leadership in public policy affecting transplant programs 
Educating the transplant community on administrative topics (management, compliance,
finance, policy, patient safety, quality, workflow) 
Mentoring future leaders in transplant 
Offering constructive feedback on policy proposals for the OPTN and CMS

Achievement Criteria 
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Heckenkemper Leader in Transplant
Administration/Quality Award 2026
Criteria 

Submit nominations via the Call for Heckenkemper Award Nominations application 
Deadline: 11:59 p.m. EST, January 9, 2026 (late submissions not accepted) 
Current members of the UNOS Transplant Management Forum planning committee,
OPTN Transplant Administrators Committee, UNOS Board of Directors or OPTN Board of
Directors are ineligible for nomination but may submit nominations

Submission Requirements

Questions? Contact us at UNOSTransplantManagementForum@unos.org.

The UNOS Transplant Management Forum planning committee will select three finalists
Finalists will be asked to provide additional information and letters of recommendation
The planning committee will review all materials and vote to determine the winner
The winner will be notified prior the the 34  annual UNOS Transplant Management
Forum and will receive complimentary registration, hotel and travel 

th

View previous winners of the award on UNOS.org. 

Selection Process
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